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THE OKINAWAS: 


T H E I R D I S T I N G U I S H I N G C H A ,R A C T E R I S T I C S 

There are three ways by which those who trace their ancestry back to 


the Loo Choo or the Okinawan Islands can be determined: by physical ap­


pearance, by the character of the names, and .by the Okinawan language or 


accent. At the present time, and outside the country itself, the last is 


of little value. 


PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Mixed Racial Origins There is a general agreement that the people 

inhabiting the Okinawan Islands are mixed racilly and, in general, have the 

some fundamental ingredients as those found in Japan proper. 

In the two northernmost groups, the Takara and Osumi Guntos, the people 

are very similar racially to the Japanese living in Kyushu. Writing of th~ 

Oshima or Amami Islands to the north of the Okinawan group proper, Doeder­

l ein speaks of "two physical typos, the Japaneso ·with a sharper chin, a _b\3t­

ter nose, larger eyes and less well-developed prognathiBlll and the second 

type differentiated by hairiness, not less well developed than that of the 

hairiest European." In the Okinawas occupying the two groups of islands to 

the south, there are minor variations in their racial composition. 

Perry's Opinion It is interesting to observe how near Ferry in his 

v;isits in 1852-1854 seams to have come to the truth when he writes about 

Okinawan origins. "The Commodore, from such observations as he could make, 

thought that the Lew Chewans were a mixture, made up possibly of Japanese 

(who preponderated}, Chinese,. Formos3Ils, and. perhaps, Malays; and that the 

island, commencing its population at a very early period, from some accident,
• 

such as shipwreck, had, from time to time, added to its inhabitants from the 

adjacent regions, until the whole was fused into the present stock. In per­

sonal appearance the Lew Chewans did not seem to him to be unequivocally 

either Chinese or Japanese in aspect." 

Racial COil.l;Ppsition If we add to this galaxy of people, Japanese, 

Chinese, Fomosans and Malays, named by Perry• the "gentle and hairy Ainu" 

we may be approaching the actual picture of the racial composition of the 

Okinawa.a. Schwartz, who was a mi:asionary among them for many years and who 

alrea9,y knew Japan from north to south, considers them more allxed racially 
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than the Japanese. One "can find types among the people," he ~Tites, 


"resembling the Chinese and the Japanese, and soma unlike either." We 


arc informed that "Some .of the older written sou.'t'ces say that Okinawans 


are not quite so 'Oriental' in appeo.1•ance a.s are other Japanese.n 


Physical Types Definite physical types come out in examining a large 

group of tho people, each representing ver-y clearly one or more ot the ra­

cial strains which make up their composition: Mongoloid as seen among the 

Chinese; Malay or Indonesian a.s seen in the Philippines, J'ormosa and Mala­

ya; Korean; and Ainu~ 

Physical Characteristics In general terms, the inhabitants are 

shorter in stature than the people of the north and the body is more 

stocky. There is a more prominent nose, a higher -forehead and less well ­

developed cheek bones than those of the Naichijin of' Japan proper. The 

skin color is darker. The hairiness of many of the people is often especi­

ally noted. 

Malay or .Indonesian Strnin. As suggested first by COilllllodore Perry, 

this Malay b,l.ood comes out strongly in some of the Okinawas. In connection 

with this component iD the population, it1should.be remembered that Okina­

wa's nearest neighbor to the ~outh is Formosa where Grajdanzou says before 

the sixteenth century the population were "almost exclusively tribes of 

Malayan or Polyne13ian origin, rela·ted to the principal tribes of Mindanao 

o.nd Borneo." 

The Ainu Strain The hairiness is undoubtedly due to the Ainu compo­

nent, which receives most prominence in the literature. The,Ainus are the 

modern representative ot an early white race which seems to have been widely 

present in the aboriginal peoples of all the Japanese islands and itis a.lso 

found on the mainland and in other parts of the Oceanic area. Curly hair iS 

a characteristic shared both °b'J the Ainu and the Okinawas but a wave in the 

hair is by no means unknown among some of the Japanese·, although not to such 

a great extent as milong those of these southern islands. 

Whenever one sees any large congregation of Okinawa.a, the hair is the 

most outstanding characteristic ot the .group. The hair on thee head is lux­

uriant and it usually has o distinct wave. There is oJ.so considerable hai-r 

on the arms, le.gs and chests ot the men. The accompanying photographs of, 

Okinawan natives show these characteristies. They \'lere selected out r.>t a 

large number as "typically Okino.won". 

http:should.be
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OKINAWAN NAMES 

As Labels of Origin In looking over a list of Japanese surnames in 

relation to the prefecture of the own.or or of that of his or her ancestors, 

one can see a number of names which can often be associated with a definite 

geographical area, larger in general than chat of the prefecture. Wata-nabe, 

for e:x:ample, is frequently fotmd in northeastern Japan; Mitsu-nago, in 

Kyushu. 

Okinawan Names This association ot certain combinations of sounds or 

syllables with definite areas is particularly common in the Okinawan Islands. 

Many of _the typical names in this region are used only as nouns in other 

parts of Japan. It is readily possible in many cases, as indicated above, to 

pick out Okinawas by their names. See List of Names. 

If, in any list of Japanese names, it is thus possible to ascertain 

with a fair degree of accuracy a large proportion of those belonging to 

Okinawa, it can be seen that this method is a very useful one in breaking 

down the Japanese names into those used by people from Japan proper and 

those whose origin is tracea·ble to the southern islands. Thus, this is the 

system used in arriving at the number of Okinawas who have enlisted in the 

United States .A:rmy. 

There is another type of name which falls into an intermediate class, 

often Okinawan but sometimes also carried by those usually from Kyushu or 

southwestern Japan. These are underlined in the List of Names. In such in­

definite cases, the given name often determines the native home of the owner. 

If a<"tua 1 names of individuals lmown to the writer are taken as examples, 

Yamauchi ( J \\*J-) is in this doubtful class as to its Okinawan origin, but 

Shoyei (~ ~~ ) , the given name of the individu!3-1 in question, is definite­

ly Okinawan. So with Ishihara ( f-1 ~ ) , which is doubtful; but Ryojen

(Jz..i ) , the given name is clearly Okinawan. 

Uyehara ( ~~~ ) is a name connnon among these people from the southern 

islands, but, in thi.s case, the particular individua~has been given the name 

Yukuo ( ~ f it), clearly Japanese, thus placing him in the latter class. In 

one family whose name is Uyehara or Uehara, the fear ot being looked upon as 

Okinawan is so great that the :first character of the name, meaning "up", is 

read~ (Kamihara -- ,,l. ~,) rather than~' as the former reading is 
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never fotmd among Okinawas. As ue ( uye) ( ...h ) corresponds to ~ ( t-\f 
in standard Japanese, the Loo Ch.oos have a t·endency to think all their ~ 

are kamis, which is not true. k;.1 Uemura who lived in Okinawa was called 

Kamimura ( 1'4'1-1 ), for it was thought this was the proper form in good 

Japanese. 

There is another means whereby o.n in}la!Jitant of' the southern islands is 

clearly indicated by his name. Under the Satsuma regime in tho official 

records of family names, a distinguishing character was often added to the 

name ideograph but this was not pronounced, as Naka,which in Okinawa is 

written ,~"[ , appears in Japanese '(f . Thus the characters composing the 

name are often useful as indications of whether the individual is or is not 

an Okinawa. 

Shiro and other Common Names A list of 261 different family names of 

2395 individuals was taken from the 1941 edition of the Nippu Jiji Directory 

of Honolulu, This was made up of the names of all the persons who were down 

as having come from Okinawa-ken or whose ancestors were born there. The 

characters belonging to these family names are given in the List ot Nam.es. 

This list was made the basis for o study of the types ot names most commonly 

found. 

r .,J;_
The name appearing most frequently is -~iga ( }\..J 1f:,,) with 1?2 examples, 

There then follow in frequency three with the final syllable shiro (1~, 
"castle" ; Kane-shiro ( ~~) , "gold or rich castle" (160); .Q.-shiro (,j:Jff'x), 
"large castle"' ( 120); and Miyu-shiro ( -<g 16X.,), " shrine castle" ( 95), These 

with other combinations wi·th' -shiro -- ~- ( j:.: ) , "jewel" or "valuable"; 

Yama- ( J,) "mountain"· Mae-( ~ ~ ) "prosperous " "truth"· Shin- (~.,r) ) , 1

"new

- ' . , - "7, 'ti"'- ., ' ' - JI.; 
11

; ~- ( ..h) , "upper part"; ~- ( ~ q) r ) ; and No.- . ( f? ) , "name" or 

"noted" -- number 460 and form almost one fifth ot- all those on the Nippu 

Jiji list (19.~). In addition to these t~n combinations with -shiro, in the 

enlarged list given in the LJ.st ot Names, gathered mostly from the Okinawan 

Islands, are nine other -1&1-iro combinations: Aga- ( 11 i) •"beautiful"; 

Ara- (>If./ ) "new"· Hana- ( t, ) "flower"· Ike- ( ~.""1 ) "pond"· Ike-miya­
- ~ > ' - ,tW ' , - /l..J ' '....­

( ~.n? ',~ ) "pond-shrine"· Ko- ( --1; ) "old"· To.-ka-miya - { ~ ,~ ) , "high
/\._J ,? ' , - ,,,. , , - - ~ J ,',/.... 

.:;;;.. ;Ji- '.J, . 
shrine"; 'rono- ( ~ '1; j ) , "sloping :t:ield"; Toyomi-( ~ ~ ) , "handsome"; 

,,..--- ·, . 

~-miya- ( t~ ) , "cow-shrine"; and~- ( ~qlr } , "noted''• It is 

interesting to observe that eighteen percent of those volunteering for the 

U.S.Army had -shiro as part of their names. 
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Following Miya-shiro in frequency come Shima-bukUJ.'Q ( ~ (~) , "island 

I" ~ »-' / .
pouch" ( 95) ;_ Uye-hara ( .)--.. ~ ) , "p.igh f j eld" (89) ; Ara-_!~ ( ?{,111§t ) ­

"new fence" ('74); !-sato (:Yl<j2 ), "peaceful hamlet'; (50); Taka-~ (J)fl_ ) 
"high good" (49); ~-Z!':. ( ~~ j'l_ ), "shining house" (48); and ~-~..j,~ 

(1~Jj1J. This last, as,:ith some of the others, is difficult to trans­

late without studying the actual characters. The first syllable means 

"middle"; the last, "root". Tho middle syllable may be written with a 
1.} '>::J 

character meaning "layer or stratum" ( '~ ) O!' "head, origin, seat" (''1, ). 
Geographical Names In looking over the list and omitting those using 

-shiro, it is seen that the last syllable of the name most conanonly signifies 

something geographical. This is, of course, a common feature in many Japa­

nese names. In the Okinawan list we find -~ field"; -yama( J,, ),(*)," 
"mountain"; -~ or -gawa ( ) I J ) , "river"; -~ or -mura ( 'J}. i Jt ),"vil-

J:, ·1 ,LI ' 
lage"; -mine ( .~ ) , "peak"; -!!!£ ( \W ), ":place of"; -il,!:. ( ~ , "valley". 

' In many cases the first syllable of the surn3Ille indicates the character of 

the field, the mountain or the village: as, ~-~ ( \.f~ ),™.-yama 

( ~ J,), or Qls-r.iura ( ~{<J), The first two mean "the center field" 

and"the center mountain"; the last, "the interior village". ~-yama 

{t1) \ ) signifies "the god mountain". A description of the geographical 

term. may be found: as, Naga-zama ( ~ ) \ ) , "the long mountain"; Ishi-~ 

k;2 )1 
\ ) , "stony river"; ~-~ (;f )I / ) , "bubbling rivor". 

Pronunciations The same ideograph may be pronounced in one way in stan­

dard Japanese and in another in Okinawan. Thus, Naka-sbiro {\1{~ ) in 

Ja1anese may be Naka-gusuku, Chujo or Chujyo in the other dialect. Kiyabu 

(<.t'fi. ~ in Japanese becomes Chyan; Kobashigawa (;}<~·JI/ ), Kwascha;: 

Nakamura ( ~'-f --f1),Nakandakari ; and Nobarikawa (-J/: )I ) ) , Nobunya. It 

should be added that in every case the Japanese form of pronunciation is now 

used. 

Latar we shall see people with this ancestry ch::inging ,the spelling of' 

their names in order to conform to the Japanese usage. 

It is interesting to note that Gillis and Pai in their "Japanese Surnames" 

do not include in their lists any of those which are typically Okinawan. 

Given Names The fiTst names of the 2,395 persons whose last names have 

already been discussed have been examined. The most common of these are 

given in the List of Names,B, and are arranged in two groups: those typically 

Okinawan and those common both to the Loo Chooans ancl to the Naichijin. As 

with the Japanese, if the name is written in the Japanese phonetic,,~bols, it 
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is always that of a woman but, in some cases, this sex writes the name in 

Chinese characters. Malec in all cases write their names in Chinese charac­

ters. In genernl the characters themselves mnong the Okinawas are mote com­

monly read in the "On" or Chinese reading, whereas the Japanese usually read 

in the ''Kun" or Japanese pronunciation. It should be pointed out that it is 

often difficult to determine the meaning attached to various names since sev­

eral characters with ve.rious meanings may h~ve the same sound. 

There was a very great variety in the given names and a very large num­

ber were definitely Japanese • . The others, as just noted, seem to fall into 

~wo groups -- those typic'ally 9kinawan and not found among the Japanese, and 

those commonly found among both the Japailese and the Loo Chooans. 

A few common ones in the first class, in order of frequency, are~ 

(j,, "reed" («;) , together with its combinations, Kamato or Kam.ado ~ 'f ) , 
"reed door" (47) and Kamasuke ( ~~b), "help" or "aid" (23); ~ ({J -), 

"tortoise", (85) and Kamesuke ( ~ 'jlb) ( 20) ; Sei ( 'i£. ~ ·, "truth" pr
1 

"active or prosperous" in combinations -- as, Sei ei (~.:.._) (20); Sei ki.

(~!) {&, meaning "joy") (15); §tl kichi (t-~ )(;ichi, maani::- ­

"good luck") (16); and .§.tl ~ ( ,~1 )(1£2., meaning "happiness") {21); 

Matsu ( J~~), "pine tree" ( 38), and Mats1,1 ~ ( f}~ 'ft1J ) ( 10); Ushi . ( f ) , 
"cow" (44); and !£2 { h,.1 ~r ) ( 40) -- ~ ( /iv; )means t1to add" and....a! ( t1f ) 

·, 

may mean "place where or which". 

It will be seen that two of the names above are those of animals: ~, 

"tortoise/' and Ushi, "cow". Kuma {...~~'), "bear," 5.4 also found. The second 

common meaning is that of o. growing thing: Kama, "reed," Matsu, "pine tree," 

as above, with Shoei or Shosei c{t~ "pine tree•) ,t ) (-;,:: sh9 also a 

Another category in Okinawan names is that of household utensils, as shown by 

Nabe (t~), "pot" or 11 pan" and ~ (~ , "barrel". 

The ideographs tor all or these are n re commonly read with the Chinese 

pronunciation. As with the family name, it is not uncommon for an Okinawa 

to change the reading or the character for his name tram the Okinawan te the 

· Japanese in order to disguise the tact of the Loo Chooan heritage. 



7 

LIST OF OKINAWAN NAMES .AND 'lHEIR CHARACTERS 

A: J'AMILY NAMES 

'fhe basis of this list is from -the Nippu Jiji Nekan, Honolulu, 1941, 

and contains the names and Japanese characters of all persons in this Di­

rectory who trace their ancestry l)ack to the Okinawan Islands. Before 

each name is the number of adults listed who have this appelative. On 

this list from the Nippu Jiji are also indicated those with the sam.o last 

names who were inducted into the U.S.Anny in Honolulu :!.n March, 1943. The 

numbers following the names refer to these A.J.A. voltmteers. 

The names which have no number either before or after them are from a 

list of Okinawan names collected by Inagaki Kunizaburo, a Japanese travel­

ing in the Loo Choo Islands, and published in his Ryukyu Showa. The author 

listed those names "difficult and unusual" which are often found in the 

southern islands. 

Names are underlined which occur both among Okinawas and Naichijin, 

more especially those from Kyushu and from the guntos south or it. There 

are names in the list which are not underlined that are not exclusively 

Okinawan by sound, but the characters given with them show they are defi­

nitely from these southern islands. 

Adae -- Aseri 

11 .-J; 
Adae, see Atae l Aka ff 

7111 A! 

7 Adaniya 1 )it~~ 33 Akamine 6 ,~f, t~ 
' ' 

YJ ~ Afuso 1 ~~ t§l Aketa, see Ageta';i.( 
f....._ 1-_

Agarie ~~ Amakui ~"y1 

Agarishiro f ~!(_ ~ Arauro 
'J(. ---~ 

20 Agen:i l Aniya ~'X~t~ 'k (~ -,1. 

>j tr / 

Ageno Aragaki 12:Pit~ ;1.' I t~ 
..... ~ 

Ageta 'Ji ft'~ ?4 Arakaki, see Aragaki 

) 1 \ Agina. 1, see Agena 25 Arakawa 2 1'1 
~'~ pAgiya ,. ,, t,... Arasaki i-?¢:­1f-,t J,A"J• 

>., IAha Arashiro 4rj ;I\_ ft.If -tff(_ 
Ahane 2 Arata 

Y.JM;1tJtL '5}q· "-i'
~·2· Ajifu 1 Y1 ?:? 50 Asato 10~ -J.·' -;,," '*r,-i,; /;i i t'J12 Ajimine >'I " ,,., I?'.' Aseri I"'' 

',):f I I"\ 6.' li- "'"'­
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Atae -- Higa 


Atae 
 Genka 7~t )q 
9enkawa, see Genka 


Avmkuni 


Atsuta 

Gibo, see Giho 


Awaren 
 Gibl.l 1 

15 Azama. 1 13 Giho 

Bisa 9 Gima 


8 Chibana 
 Ginama 

Chihana l Ginowan 


9 China 
 GinoyaL'le 


Chinaka l 
 9 Ginoza 1 

28 Chinen 5 l Gishi 


Chinn.a 1. see China Gisuji 


Chuda. 
 Givran 

Goeku 

or 


Fulruchi 


2 Dalrujaku 

Goelcu 

21 Goya 4 

Or 


Fukuhara 


9 Fulruhara 

Crushigami 

or 


Fukuhara 
 C.ushikawa. 


5 Fukuji 
 14 Gushiken l 

Fukuma Gushukume. 1 


Fukumasu 
 Hachimine 


Fukumoto 
 Haebara 


Fu.kum.ura 
 Hahira 


Fukusnto 
 Hamahiga 


Fukushima 
 Hamalcavl8. 

Fukuymaa liamernoto 


4 Funakoshi 7 
 rranaebiro l 


Furugen 
 . Haneji 


1 Futemo. 
 1 Harakuni 


Gabu, see Kabu Harane 


Ge.kiyo., see Kakiya Hazama 


Ga'laha , see Kanaha 3 Henna 

Ganeko 3 HanoldJ\;t1 ~ 
3 Ganiko, see Ganeko Hetona 

Gasha, see Nasha 172 Higa 22 

http:l!'ukusa.to
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Higaonna 

Hii-a.aza 

Hira.azan 

Hirue 

2 Hirakawa 

2 Hirashiki 

Hirata 

1 Hirayama 

IIiyajo 

3 Eiyane 

Hiya.sada 

23 Hokama 2 

Honna 

3 Horikawa. 

Iiotamori 

Hyakuna 

Ie 

Ituku 

30 Ige 7 

24 Iha. 

33 Ikehara 2 

5 Ikei 

Ikama 

2 Iker..i 

Ikemiyashiro 

Ikemura 

Ikeshiro 

3 Imori 

Imoto 

12 Inafuku 

I~agaki 1 

8 

l 

3 

11 

7 

3 

12 

11 

15 

3 

2 

3 

2 

l 

Inaka 

Inamine 3 

Inoha 

Inuma 

Irabu 

Iraha 

Iroi 

Irejo 

Isa 

Isakm'ie 

Isaea 1 

Ishado 

Ishigaki 

Ishihara l 

Ishikawa 

Ishild 1 

Ishimine 
or 

I s.lii.JJine 

Iao 

Ito.rashiki 

Itokazu 

Itoman 

Itomine 

Itozu 

Il'laguchi 

Iwahara 

Izena 

Izu 

Izumi 

Izumikawa 

J'ahana 

Jiohaku 2 
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Kabu 	-.-Koahiro 

. Kabu k ~r Kawaida ) ' l 1~ 
2 Kachiren, see Katsuren Kawajo ) I I flJ 

Kawakami ~-Kadena J;; 1 id+- 3 ) I I 

1 Kawane
9 Kakazu 3 j. jL 	 3~ trl 

Kakihana 	 Kayo~ RJ 	 I; 1*7 
Kakiya 	 Kei ta1Yvi~ 	 ~ "1{ 
Kamehama 	 Ker\llna ~ ~{) ,~t.;,1~i

I -	 I " \:1~ 
Kamekawa 	 Kikumura 

~ ' i I 	 i ~J1 
Kameko 	 Kikusato"\) '-f 	 14 l~ 

' 
Kameya 	 1~ Kin ~ ~ J.- \ Kinbu k"-· 


2 Kamimura Kino 


Kame;;::ama ~ 	 - ~ ~ 
1,f {1 	 ~ f,t 

9 Kamisato t,t '12 Kise 	 ~ - ){i(\,~ 4 ~' 
1 Kami ta 1f \~ (ioi~) 3 Kishaba 3 ~ ,;'~7

~\ J}­10 Kamitani 	 5 ~ishimotoJ,1 i1 	 ~ . 

Kamiya , 	 22 Kiyabu l .... :., 1-..I;;., 	 ~p~tf --~ 
2 E:ami:i:ama 	 Kiyoma 

) 11' J" 	 ,$J,(1li!']l 
Kanaha 	 8 Kiyuna4\ 	rrr~ ,~.. ~ 
Kanashiro 	 15 Kobashigawaj:- ~ 	 1J--{t )' \ 
Kaneharil.a 	 Kochi ~ tfJ*' )'t
Kaneh.11 	 Kochindaj, ~ t~t
Kanemoto :::in 

I 	

Koga7J-	 ,~ 1\;~' 
Kanemura >.};,' 	 Kogachi{1 	 ~1\td~---Kaneshima 	 Kohakura~ ~ 	 1J, ~~(~1f:ff, v" 

160 	 Kaneshiro 14, see Kanashiro · Kohasame, sep Kohogame 

Kenna 6 Kohatsu 1k~~i~1 ~rIf...._ 
Kanokodan 	 Kohazo~ 1i~1 f'1. 	 /~ >1t 10J{I', 1'i , C 
Kasha 	 Kohogamek #t{ . 	 t~it,~ 

7 Katekaru ~ h _,J-" Kokuba 1J, 	~*i 	 J 1:J
Katekawa 	 Komes.ui,1)') 	 I 1~ 

J:'
Kateno, see Kadena Kom.ine 	 :,

~ 
I!"
1,F1t11J' ' ' Katsuren 	 ~~ Kosha 1,· ~in'f} . 	 1..,.:.!./' t-h:r 

Kawahira ) 	 KoshiroI I 	r -t ~ 

http:Kaneh.11
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2 Kotani 


4 Kuba 2 


13 MatayoshiKubota 

13 MatsudaKubotama 

2 MatsukawaKudeken 

MatsumotoKuma 

MatsumuraKunigami 

Kuninaka Matstn1e 


6 Kuniyoshi 
 Matsushima 

Kuroshima Matsuyama 

Kushi Mekari 

Kuta l Mijo 


Kutaka 
 Minatogawa 


Kuvm.ye 
 Minei 


Mabuni 
 Misato 

1 Maeda 6 Miyagi 

1 Maedo 1'7 Miyahira 

1 Maehamaj o · Miyara 

1 Maehura 37 Miyasato 2 '<f!. 
Maehira 95 Miyashiro 8 

1~ 
Maejo Morinaga ' 11(_ 

3 Maemori Morishima 
'~ 

1 Maenaka Morita< 
\~ 

Maesato Moriyama 

12 Maeshiro l Moriyoshi 

Maeuchihara Moromisato 

Maeyamada Motobu 


2 Maeyoshimoto 
 Mot,omura 

Majikina Moto;naga 

Makabe :Motoy,ama 


Makimi:p.ato 
 Nagado 

3 :Makishi 1 Nagahama 

1 Makiya 16 Nagamine 1 

Mamoto Nagamoto 
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Nagamura 

Nagashima 

Nagata 

.Nagauchi 

1 	 N a.gayaltla 


Nago 


Nahajo, 


Nakachi 


Nakaema 


2 Nakahara. 1 

or 


1 Nakahara 


5 	 Nakahodo 

1 	 Nakai.ma 

1 	 Nakaiehi 

4 Nakakado 

30 Nakama 4 

1 Nakemae , 
or 


1 Nakamae 


4 Nakama.tau l 


Nakemine 3 

2 Nalcamoto 

37 Nakamura 2 

~akaoji 


2 Nakasato 1 


42 .N !:lkasone 5 

12 Nal::ata 3 

Nakayama 

Nakayoshi 


2 Nakaza 


Nukijin 

7 Nako l 


1 Namihira 


Nana 

4 Nashiro 

ilebo 

l:Teha 

!rektuni 

Hekmni:,e. 

Nenoto 

Neromei 

Nesabu 

Nika.watori 

4 	 Nishihara 

6 	 Nishihira 

1 Nishimei 

2 1,a shimiiya 

Nishimori 

Niohimura 

t-1ishise.to 

4 Noborikaua 

l!oguni 

3 	 Nohara. 

Nomura 

Nosaki 

Nosato 

.Nosoko 

Nuuha 

Oganeku l 

2 	 Ogcniku, 

Ogimi 

Obama 

Okubu 

Olcuhama 

5 	 Okuhara 2 

http:t-1ishise.to
http:Nakai.ma
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Olctlhira l Oyama 


4 OkUina 1 
 Oyasato l 

l Olcumoto Oyata 

1 Okurilura Oyemo 

OkuSato Sadoyama. 

Olrushim'a Salcihama 

3 Sakihara 1 
Okut'lra 


or 
 2 Snkimo. 3 
Okut.1ra 


or. 
 Sakiyama 

Okutara Sakuho.ra 

Omichi Srurukawa 


7 Omine 
 2 Sakuma 

Omisha 2 SakUluoto 

or 


a Onaga 
 Sakumoto 

One.ha So.kuta 


1 Oniwa 
 Sawada 

Onkawa 5 Sehira 

Onn... l Senaga 

Ono-
Oo 

Oroku Setaka 

Osato 4 Sezoko 

120 Oshiro 24 1 Shiira 

Ota Shikagawa-
Otani Shikenbara 

Oto 4 Shikina 

Oton 3 Shikiya 


2 Owan 1 
 1 Shima 


2 Oya 
 Shimabuku 2 

2 Oyadomari l 95 Shilliabu.lruro 8 

Oyatuso 1 Sh1mamoto 


2 Oyagavm 
 Sh1mochi 

Oyaka'l-18. 1 , · see Oyagav,a 3 Shimojo 

http:Sakuho.ra
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12 Shinsato 1 

9 Shinshiro 

Shukumine 

Soemori 

Sohen 

Soke 

Sokei 1 

Soken 

Sonan 

Sone 

Sono 

Sueyoshi 

1 	 SUI)lida 

Sunabe 

11 	 Taba 6 

Tabashi 

Tada 

Tagami 

Tahara 

22 Tairn 2 

Tajima 

10 Takaesu 

Takaha.ra 

4 Takamine l 

Takana 

49 	 Takara 2 

Takasato 

Takashima 

Takey:ama 

Takayesu 2 

Takeyama 


10 Talrushi 1 


4 	 Tamo.e 


Trunamori 


Tamamoto 


22 Tamanaha. 6 


29 Trunashiro 9 


Tamnyei 1 


6 Tamayose 1 


Tamayoshi 


Taminato 


Tamori 


Trnnoto 


Tanahara 


'Tanaka 

Tarama 

Ta.saki 


2 Tasato 


4 Tawata 


19 Tengan 1 

Tengwan 1, 

2 Terukina 

48 Teruya 

Tetone 

4 	 Toguchi 


Tokeji 


Tokishiki 


Tokuchi, see Toguchi 


12 	 Tokuda 

http:Takaha.ra
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1 	 Tokuhama 


Tokukawa 
 Toyomishiro 

Tokukichi Toyotomori 

Tokumatsu 5 Tsuha 


3 Tokumine 
 Tsuhako 1 

1 	 Tokujo Tsujino 


4 Tokumoto 
 4 Tsukayama 

Tokumura. Tsuken 

Tokuyama Tsukenjo 

Tokuyoshi, 2 Uch~hara 1 

13 Toma. 4 13 Uchima 2 

Tame 2 Uchino 

6 Uechi3 	 Tomei 

1 	 Ueesu2 	 Tamihama. 

89 	 Uehara 10Tomihara. 

8 	 Uerna
Tomijima 

Ucmori 
Tomikawa 

1 	 Uesato 

Tomimori 5 Ueshiro 

Tomimoto Uesu 

Tomimura 2 Ueunten 

Tominaga Ueyonahara 

1 Tomisato Ukihara 

Tomishima, Uku 

2 	 Ukuma 

UkumoriTomishiro, 

UkumuraTomiyama 

UkusatoTomori 


Tomoyose 
 Ukuta 

3 Tonaki 2 Unahara 

2 UntenTonoshiro 

Ura24 	 Toyama 3 

Urasaki2 	 Toyohira 

Urasoe. Toyomi 
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Urauchi 

Ushiban 

Ushimiyashiro 

Uta 

Uyehara 5, see Uehara 

Uyeshiro, 

Uzn 

Wachinadai 

4 	 Wakukawa 

Wakuta 


2 Waniya 


l W2.ruriae 


Wauke 


Yabu 


Yafuso 


Yagena 


7 	 Yagi 2 

2 	 Yahiku 


Yalm 


Yakabu 


l 	 :t.·.l~::.hi 

Yama 


Yamada 


6 	 Yamaguchi 


Yamakawa 


Ymnarnoto 


Yamanuha 2 


21 	 Yamashiro 6 

12 Yamauchi 

3 Yara l 

2 Yasuda 

Yasumuru 

24 	 Yogi l 

Yohena 

Yokome 

.Yokota 


Yomi taniyama, 


Yonadai 


1 Yonaho. 

Yonahara 

15 Yonamine 

5 Yonashiro 3 

Yontanza 

2 Yoseda 

Yosekawa 


1 Yosemori 


Yosesato 


1 	 Yoshida 


Yoshihira 


YoshJ.moto 


Yo shi.mura 


1 	 Yoshisuto 

4 	 Yoza 

1 	 Yugi 

4 	 Zaha 

Zaima 1 

1 Zo...trnhi 

l Zakimi l 

Zll'.i.ami 

Zashiki (Sashiki) 

Zengami 1 

Zukei 

3 Zukemura 

6 Zukerun 

http:t.�.l~::.hi
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B: OKINAWAN GIVJ!N N.AMES 

This list of given names and their characters is taken from those 

of Okinawan origin listed in the Nippu Jiji Nekan. It is made up of the 

most common names only and is divided into (1) those most typically Oki­

nawan and (2) those common both to Loo Chooans and to Naichijin. The 

number of occurrences precedes each name. 

(I) Typically Okinawan Names 

13 Eishin 20 Seiei ~ ~' " 
? Eikichi $_ ' i 

l 
15 Seiki jlz j ­

9 Eiko tj_ ,g-- 16 Seikichi -~ t 
.... ' 

45 Kama ~- 21 Seiko ~~ 
4? Kalliato or Kamada~' -p 11 Seitoku ~{l,,,, lfi, I23 Kamasuke 8 Seiyu~n 

-;,I 
85 Kame ,f_i ? Seizen ,,,~~ ~ ...~ 

20 Kamesuke 9 Shoei~i ~fl ~ f, 

40 Kana 8 Shoseip,'J ~r tJ:1 \'-, ~ 
15 Koei 11 Taru·1 1 }~ 

8 Kosuke t jlb 6 Tsuru fit
11,,
38 ·Matsu 44 UshiJ.,, 1 


10 Matsusuke t~~ ~h 12 Yamato J-:, f 
9 Ryosei Zentaro1'- ~ 8 $L~f 

( 2 ) Names Common both to Okinawas and to Naichijin 

9 Hiroshi ~ 49 Saburo ~ /""' ­ ~ 
20 Hideo ~ iJt... 28 Shigeru f0 
28 

8 

10 

18 

28 

8 

Hro 

Kenichi 

Koichi 

Masaichi 

Masao 

Maseru 

~/Z 1f 32 

·1't ~ 10 

t ~ 13 

or Shoichi .Jf.........., 39 

R 1/i 35 

At-

Seiichi 

Seiji 

Takeo 

Taro 

Yoshio 

t _,,_ 

;t ' ";I ..__ 

~ {,t 
i"- ii) 
1''- irt 
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